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david mcwilliams

Includes:

Days of Pearly Spencer

Can | get there by Candlelight
Three O'clock Flamingo Street

performed by some of ireland’s finest Artists

CNRyi(d &tSS0S o221t S



1 impact on
music fan, wi

disturbed in
David

David McWi
Mmp was in Cre
s when the family h hto
iena. There he e a s Best being
i \ateurs
ankle injury slowed his
ff to London
: ne bus ated, “America
had Dylan England had Danavan and Ireland had
ML'W/II/ams "As he w Saturday mornings and

Mervyn
) London

DAVID
McWILLIAMS
irning out albums for Mervyn's brother Phi

nor label. McWilliams wrote and recorded thr
40 albums in not much more than a year and ¢
hindsight it diluted his genlus, Forty songs in 143
time is a big ask, As well as the over saturation of the ma
there was a hype campaign that would be more in keeping
with & Pop Idol winner In the twenty first century
of the NME, literally weeks after Sgt Pepper's
Club Band had graced the cover, billboard and bus

ampaigns heralded the new star but In the end the company

were writing cheques that David simply never going to
be able to cash

[t was not only the dublous handling of McWilliams ca
that was going against him. This was 1967. It was the

year of modern music when pop turned to rock; Sgt Pepper,

The Monterrey Festival and the launch of BBC Radi IO |t was

the last of these that most affected McWilliams. V
(Iy /’ ‘i/r} ‘x;/('m o llmu the most played song on t
( ( refused to play it at all and
!Il( t is why “Ia' mmmn sales it achieved saw it hit the top of
p charts all acre urope without making any dent in
the British charts. Solomon was again the culprit, He had the
er to make McWilliams S

and remem|
a flair for image

16O lldi S ar
the song on Bally,

pastoral poem to
breeze, and Can 1 G

ed as only a sin

g6,




CD ONE
1. GOD AND MY COUNTRY
Meghan McWilliams
Meghan McWilliams might well - #
have the potential to follow in the @
musical footsteps of her famous
father. Blessed with a unique
singing voice and a distinctive guitar style there is
a maturity about her song writing and performance
that belies her youthful years. It is both significant
and appropriate that she has chosen to record
David's first single. Originally released in 1966
on GBS Records, this protest song still rings true
today, highlighting the futility of war.

email: pearlydayz@yahoo.com

Meghan McWilliams - Yocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul MoNeilly - Acoustic lead guitar, Bass, Keyboards and

Percussion

Produced by Paul McNeilly Holly
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2. THREE 0’CLOCK
FLAMINGO STREET

Davy Sloan

Davy Sloan hails from Ballymena
and has been playing guitar and
singing since the age of 12. An
accomplished folk singer, hie has won & number of
prestigious awards and singing competitions,
including the 1980's version of “You're a Star” on
RTE, when he performed the songs of his boyhood
hero David McWilliams.

email; colinagnew@hotmail.com

Davy Sloan - Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
Paul MeNeilly - Lead guitar, Bass, Keyboards and Percussion
Produced by Paul MeNeilly

The Chordites Showband

3. CAN | GET THERE BY
CANDLELIGHT

Ursula Burns

Belfast-born singer-songwriter
Ursula Burns is a virtuoso on the
harp. In 1998 she was nominated

for best female artist in the prestigious Hot Press

music awards, after the release of her debut album
“According To Ursula Burns”. Her follow up
recordings “Spell” (2001) and “Rollercoaster
Castaways” (2003) were also greeted with much
critical acclaim, the latter being hailed a mini
masterpiece! David's hit song “Can | Get There
By Candlelight” was popular in Holland where a
string of restaurants were named “Candlelight”
in its honour,

web: www.myspace.com/ursulaburns

Ursula Burns - Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Harp
Paul MeNeitly - Acoustic guitar

Jackie Flavelle - Double bass

Live session - Engineered by Paul MeNeilly

4. LETTER TO MY LOVE
Dawn Alexander

Dawn Alexander has received
many plaudits since the release of
her EP “All For You” in the summer
0f 2006. Later that same year she ?
was given the honour of being the opening act at
the first David McWilliams Tribute Stage during
Ballymena Arts Festival with an unforgettable
rendition of David's “Letter To My Love”.

email: dawn.alexander@fsmail.net

Dawn Alexander — Learf vocals, Backing vooals and Acoustic guitar
Paul McNeilly — Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Clarke Fullerion ~ Backing vocals

Produced by Paul McNeitly

< Showband
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CD ONE
9. YOU DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT ME

Errol Walsh

There is a note of integrity about
the work of Portstewart-born Errol §
Walsh that sets him apart as a
writer of articulate country blues songs. In 1997 he
enjoyed unprecedented success with his band “The
Coyotes” when he won best album of the year at
the British Country Music Awards, followed in

1998 by the coveted Northern Lights Spirit of
Antrim Award with his follow-up CD “Waltzin' In
The Water". The song Errol has chosen comes
from the David McWilliams album “Working For
The Government” (1987), a vinyl-only issue on
Homespun Records.

web: www.errolwalsh.co.uk

Errol Walsh - Lead vacals and Acoustic guitar

Paul MeNeilly - Backing vocals, Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Fidadler Adam - Fiddle
Produced by Paul McNeilly
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10. DUSTY BLUEBELLS
Blackthorn '
Formed over 30 years ago in the
mid-seventies, the inimitable
Blackthorn band has survived
various line-up changes to i
become an institution on the local folk scene. It
was a former band member Graham Slane (a close
friend of David McWilliams) who first introduced
Blackthorn to both this topical song and its author.
Subsequently they included it on their CD “Give It
Some Stick” released in 2001. The featured
Newsreader is Noel McGee and the Bluebell Girls
are Catherine and Ruth McAteer.

web: www.blackthornirishhome. net

Gary Morgan — Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
Eamonn O'Carroll - Drums and Percussion

Mark Johnston — Bass, Acoustic guitar, Lead guitar and Backing
vocals

Brian McAteer - Fiddle, Keyboards and Backing vocals

Dermot McAteer — Fiute, Whistle and Racofder
Produced by Blackthorn SR

11. TWENTY GOLDEN
YEARS AGO

Ciaran MacGowan

Ciaran MacGowan currently lives
in California, where he lectures in
multimedia studies. A natural
entertainer with a charismatic personahty, his on-
stage antics are legendary, including the
spontaneous whistling which is a feature of his
unique interpretation of McWilliams' “Twenty
Golden Years Ago”. Ciaran’s own celebrated CD
“Outta Belfast” is an interesting mix of modernised
[rish folk ballads and his own contemporary
compositions.

email: ciaranphoto@yahoo.com

Ciaran MacGowan - Vocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul McNeilly - Keyboards
Live session - Englneered by Paul McNeilly

The Hurricang Showband

CD TWO
1. BLACK VELVET
Michael Robinson
Michael Robinson left
Carrickfergus at the age of fifteen
to play the tourist clubs of Salt
Hill in Galway, before his early ;
musical adventure took him to London, where he
signed his first record contract with President
Records. He has been living in Holland for more
than 20 years and has played with many
established artists including Golden Earring,
Manfred Man, The Kinks, The Fortunes and David
McWilliams. "Black Velvet” (written by David
McWilliams and recorded by Michael in 1992) was
apparently about a prize winning greyhound!

web: www.michaelrobinson.n!

Michagl Robinson — Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
David McWilliams ~ Backing vocals

David Fleck ~ Lead guitar

Theo Oosterhuis — Drums

Guus Willemse - Bass
Produced by Michael Robinsan

“David 8 | went to Crymbles music store in
Belfast where he purchased a cherry red
Guild guitar and a Selmer amplifier, after
that David never looked back”

Tommy Hoy, Coral Showband, Oct 2007







CD TWO

6. MISTER SATISFIED
Down To Earth
Ballymena’s live sensation

Down To Earth has LA A

cemented its place as one of the provinces most
exciting Christian rock bands. All four tracks on
their locally produced EP “Make It Whole” (2006)
are composed by the talented combo that has been
in existence since 2003. “Mister Satisfied” was
the B side of McWilliams’ single “This Side Of

Heaven”, released in 1968 on Major Minor records.

web: www.downtoearthonline.com

Dawn Ritchie ~ l.ead vocals

Jason Kennedy - Electric guitars

Michagl Dornan — Keyboards and Backing vocals
Peler Ritchie — Bass

William Ritchie - Drums and Percussion
Produced by Martin McCullough and Brian Adams

7. FOR JOSEPHINE
Anthony Toner

Anthony Toner from Coleraine is
not only an innovative session
guitarist, but a highly original
songwriter. His critically
acclaimed debut album "Eventually” picked up
major airplay , while his new recording ‘A Sky For
Every Day" is arguably his strongest work to date.
“For Josephine” first appeared on the Major Minor
album “David McWilliams Volume 2" in 1967.
web: www.anthonytoner.net

Anthony Toner - Vocals, Acoustic guitar, Electric guitar and Percussion
Produced by Anthony Toner

8. IN THE EARLY HOURS
OF THE MORNING

Richard Gilpin

Richard Gilpin is originally from
Lisburn but is presently living at
Raphoe in Co. Donegal. His

debut CD “Beautiful Mistake" (2002) was regarded

as an inspired piece of work by the music press,
while his hugely impressive follow up album “33"
was one of the most memorable local releases of
2003. “In The Early Hours Of The Morning” was
featured on David's first Top 40 album “David
McWilliams Singing Songs By David McWilliams’
released on Major Minor Records in 1967.

web: www.richardgilpin.com

Richard Gilpin — Lead vacals, Acoustic guilar and Harmonica

Paul McNeilly — Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Meghan & Hannah McWilliams — Backing vocals
Produced by Paul McNeilly

9. AN IRISHMAN’S DREAM
Tommy Sands

The words of this song were
written by the late John O'Kane
and the tune composed by his
good friend David McWilliams. BN
Together they shared a dream for a lasting peace on
the island of Ireland. Tommy Sands hails from
Rostrevor in Co. Down and has endeared himself to
discerning audiences across the globe both as a
solo acoustic performer and as a member of the
universally renowned Sands Family folk group.
Affectionately known as ‘The Bard of Peace’ his
songs have been recorded by Joan Baez, Dolores
Keane, Dick Gaughan and The Dubliners.

web: www.tommysands.com

Tommy Sands - Vocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul McNeilly - Acoustic guitar and Keyboards
Live session - Engineered by Tommy Sands
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remembering david

Alter reading an obituary in a local newspaper a short
time after David's sudden death, | was struck by the
words of an anonymous friend who said, “Once you
met David McWilliams he never left you”, | didn't
have the pleasure of knowing David McWilliams
personally (and that is something | regret) but | know
that he touched the lives of many people in his
lifetime - and not just through his music.

Family, friends and fellow musicians have come
together on this CD to pay their own personal
tribute to David by singing some of his best loved
songs. There is an eclectic mix of material on this
recording, encompassing a wide
range of musical genre and
lyrical themes.
Hopefully a new
perspective will bring
fresh appreciation

of someone whose contribution to Irish contemporary
music has been sadly overlooked: a truly gifted
songwriter whose work demands reappraisal.

QOver the past eighteen months | have met many
close friends and associates of David who
remember him with great affection. It is interesting
to note that some of those same friends who played
football with him as youngsters all those years ago
on the green in the Rectory Estate, were friends until
the day he died. He was someone who really knew
the true value of friendship.

I would therefore like to dedicate this tribute CD to
the memory of David Samuel McWilliams — to his
good friends the late John 0'Kane and the late
Ronnie Holden — and to my own dear friend the late
Dominic Gormley, who lost his brave fight for life
on Christmas Eve 2005. They all shared one thing
in common — they knew the healing power of
music. May their song always be sung.

Colin Agnew, Chairman of the
David McWilliams Appreciation Society
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