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CD ONE
1. GOD AND MY COUNTRY
Meghan McWilliams
Meghan McWilliams might well -
have the potential to follow in the @
musical footsteps of her famous
father. Blessed with a unigue
singing voice and a distinctive guitar style there is
a maturity about her song writing and performance
that belies her youthful years. It is both significant
and appropriate that she has chosen to record
David's first single. Originally released in 1966
on GBS Records, this protest song still rings true
today, highlighting the futility of war.

email: pearlydayz@yahoo.com

Meghan McWilliams - Yocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul MoNeilly - Acoustic lead guitar, Bass, Keyboards and

Percussion

Produced by Paul McNeilly Holly
is hero Buddy

3and emu\a\'\“g
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2. THREE 0’CLOCK
FLAMINGO STREET

Davy Sloan

Davy Sloan hails from Ballymena
and has been playing guitar and
singing since the age of 12. An
accomplished folk singer, hie has won a number of
prestigious awards and singing competitions,
including the 1980's version of “You're a Star” on
RTE, when he performed the songs of his boyhood
hero David McWilliams.

email; colinagnew@hotmail.com

Davy Sloan - Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
Paul MeNeilly - Lead guitar, Bass, Keyboards and Percussion
Produced by Paul MeNeilly

The Chordites Showband

3. CAN | GET THERE BY
CANDLELIGHT

Ursula Burns

Belfast-born singer-songwriter
Ursula Burns is a virtuoso on the
harp. In 1998 she was nominated

for best female artist in the prestigious Hot Press

music awards, after the release of her debut album
“According To Ursula Burns”. Her follow up
recordings “Spell” (2001) and “Rollercoaster
Castaways” (2003) were also greeted with much
critical acclaim, the latter being hailed a mini
masterpiece! David's hit song “Can | Get There
By Candlelight” was popular in Holland where a
string of restaurants were named “Candlelight”
in its honour,

web: www.myspace.com/ursulaburns

Ursula Burns - Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Harp
Paul MeNeitly - Acoustic guitar

Jackie Flavelle - Double bass

Live session - Engineered by Paul MeNeilly

4. LETTER TO MY LOVE
Dawn Alexander

Dawn Alexander has received
many plaudits since the release of
her EP “All For You” in the summer
0f 2006. Later that same year she
was given the honour of being the opening act at
the first David McWilliams Tribute Stage during
Ballymena Arts Festival with an unforgettable
rendition of David's “Letter To My Love”.

email: dawn.alexander@fsmail.net

Dawn Alexander — Learf vocals, Backing vooals and Acoustic guitar
Paul McNeilly — Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Clarke Fullerion ~ Backing vocals

Produced by Paul McNeitly

< Showband
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CD ONE
5. THE DAYS OF PEARLY
SPENCER

Brian Houston

Since Brian Houston burst on to
the local scene with his hit single
“Jesus Again” back in 1994, this
East Belfast prodigy has produced a dozen
outstanding albums of self-penned songs. His
music has been championed by BBC Radio’s Janice
Long, Aled Jones and musical guru Whispering
Bob Harris. It was David McWilliam’s eldest
daughter Mandy who asked Brian to record her
dad's most famous song. Forty years after “The
Days Of Pearly Spencer” became a folk-rock
classic, Brian's version features his niece Rachael
Houston and David's grandchildren Covey (12),
Lola (8) and Lily (10) on backing vocals.

web: www.brianhouston.com

Brian Houston — Lead vocals, Acoustic guitar and Slide lead guitar
Nigel Stonier — Acoustic lead quitar and Electric thythm guitar
Paul Beavis — Drums

Jo Wadeson — Bass

Laura Reid - Cello

Produced by Nige! Stonier

“I first met David in the early sixties and | think he was ;
approximately 16 at the time. | was in an establishment in ﬂ:‘;:‘“;‘::, s
Ballymena where a birthday party was in progress fora .

young friend of David's. In the sing song that followed he
was persuaded to sing a few songs and that had a lasting impression on me,
both the quality of the singer and his vast programme of Buddy Holly songs”’

Tommy Hoy, Coral Showband, Oct 2007
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8. MEXICO

Hannah McWilliams

How poignant that the song
Hannah McWilliams chose to

7. HARLEM LADY

Bob Speers

Cullybackey born Bob Speers is a
former recipient of the Northern

6. CROSS THE LINE

Henry McCullough

The legendary Henry McCullough
is a formidable session guitarist
with a CV that would be the envy Lights award. His acclaimed CD ‘ record was one written at the end
of any accomplished musician. In “Northland” was described by of her Dad’s musical career, from .
the course of his career he has played with David McWilliams as “the most significant folk his last official album release “Using Me” in 2003.

numerous musical luminaries, not least Joe album to come out of the North in 20 years”. Hannah's voice has similar qualities to her sister
Cocker's Grease Band, playing at the famous “Harlem Lady” first appeared as a single in 1967, the  Meghan and she is also an accomplished
Woodstock festival in 1969 and later, even more flip side of which was “The Days Of Pearly Spencer”.  songwriter in her own right,

famously, with Sir Paul McCartney’s Wings. Like Both songs received extensive airplay on the famous  email: mewilliams-h@ulster.ac.uk

David he is a true home-bred original whose pirate broadcasting station Radio Caroline. Hannah MeWiliams ~ Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
current solo album “Unfinished Business” is web: www,bobspeers.com Paul McNeilly — Acouslic lead guitar, Bass, Keyboards and Percussion
considered a local classic. Bob Speers — Vacals and Acoustic guitar Prodiced by Paul Mceilly

web: www.henrymecutlough.com

Henry McCullough - Vocals, Acoustic guitar and Dobro
Paul McNeilly - Keyboards
Live session - Engineered by Paul McNeilly

Live session - Engineered by Bob Speers

The Coral Showband and archive material




CD ONE
9. YOU DON'T HAVE TO
WORRY ABOUT ME

Errol Walsh

There is a note of integrity about
the work of Portstewart-born Errol §
Walsh that sets him apart as a
writer of articulate country blues songs. In 1997 he
enjoyed unprecedented success with his band “The
Coyotes” when he won best album of the year at
the British Country Music Awards, followed in

1998 by the coveted Northern Lights Spirit of
Antrim Award with his follow-up CD “Waltzin' In
The Water". The song Errol has chosen comes
from the David McWilliams album “Working For
The Government” (1987), a vinyl-only issue on
Homespun Records.

web: www.errolwalsh.co.uk

Errol Walsh - Lead vacals and Acoustic guitar

Paul MeNeilly - Backing vocals, Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Fidaler Adam - Fiddle
Produced by Paul McNeilly
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10. DUSTY BLUEBELLS
Blackthorn '
Formed over 30 years ago in the
mid-seventies, the inimitable
Blackthorn band has survived
various line-up changes to ;
become an institution on the local folk scene. It
was a former band member Graham Slane (a close
friend of David McWilliams) who first introduced
Blackthorn to both this topical song and its author.
Subsequently they included it on their CD “Give It
Some Stick” released in 2001. The featured
Newsreader is Noel McGee and the Bluebell Girls
are Catherine and Ruth McAteer.

web: www.blackthornirishhome. net

Gary Morgan — Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
Eamonn O'Carroll - Drums and Percussion

Mark Johnston ~ Bass, Acoustic guitar, Lead guitar and Backing
vocals

Brian McAteer - Fiddle, Keyboards and Backing vocals

Dermot McAteer — Fiute, Whistle and Racwder
Produced by Blackthorn B

11. TWENTY GOLDEN
YEARS AGO

Ciaran MacGowan

Ciaran MacGowan currently lives
in California, where he lectures in
multimedia studies. A natural
entertainer with a charismatic personahty, his on-
stage antics are legendary, including the
spontaneous whistling which is a feature of his
unique interpretation of McWilliams' “Twenty
Golden Years Ago”. Ciaran’s own celebrated CD
“Outta Belfast” is an interesting mix of modernised
[rish folk ballads and his own contemporary
compositions.

email: ciaranphoto@yahoo.com

Ciaran MacGowan - Vocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul McNeilly - Keyboards
Live session - Englneered by Paul McNeilly

The Hurricang Showband

CD TWO
1. BLACK VELVET
Michael Robinson
Michael Robinson left
Carrickfergus at the age of fifteen
to play the tourist clubs of Salt
Hill in Galway, before his early :
musical adventure took him to London, where he
signed his first record contract with President
Records. He has been living in Holland for more
than 20 years and has played with many
established artists including Golden Earring,
Manfred Man, The Kinks, The Fortunes and David
McWilliams. "Black Velvet” (written by David
McWilliams and recorded by Michael in 1992) was
apparently about a prize winning greyhound!

web: www.michaelrobinson.n!

Michagl Robinson — Lead vocals, Backing vocals and Acoustic guitar
David McWilliams  Backing vocals

David Fleck ~ Lead guitar

Theo Oosterhuis — Drums

Guus Willemse - Bass
Produced by Michae! Robinsan

“David 8 | went to Crymbles music store in
Belfast where he purchased a cherry red
Guild guitar and a Selmer amplifier, after
that David never looked back”

Tommy Hoy, Coral Showband, Oct 2007




CD TWO
2. SHE WAS A LADY

Gil McWilliams

This song reflects David
McWilliams” enduring fascination
with the marginalized and
underprivileged in society - a
recurring theme in much of his early work.
Talented singer Gil McWilliams first met David in
1967, when they were both signed to the Major
Minor record label. Gil remembers vividly the day
David was motivated to write this song..."We were
out in London and we saw an old woman sitting in
a doorway and the one thing he noticed and
pointed out to me were the rings on her fingers,
suggesting a former privileged lifestyle.”

email: gil@gilmewilliams.wanadoo.co.uk

Gil McWilliams — Lead vocals and Backing vocals

Paul McNeilly — Guilar, Bass,

Keyboards and Backing vocals
Produced by Paul McNeilly

“Big band show an hour ago iGN
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3. BLUE EYES

Jackie Fullerton

Growing up in Ballymena, BBC
presenter Jackie Fullerton was well
aware of David McWilliams'
potential not only as an
outstanding young goal-keeper but also as a budding
musician. I would certainly endorse any tribute to
the local Ballymena boy made good”, says Jackie,

“In terms of talent, his song writing and music spoke
volumes... after all he did put the name of our wee
town on the world’s musical map”.  Jackie of course
is famous for his customary crooning and was
delighted when asked to sing “Blue Eyes”, the B side
of Davids first single from 1966.

web: www.bhe.co.uk/ni

Jackie Fullerton — Vocals
Paul McNeilly — Acoustic guitar, Electric quitar, Bass and Keyboards
Produced by Paul McNeilly

4. THE GYPSY
The lrish Rovers
International ambassadors of folk
music The Irish Rovers have plied
their trade in theatre venues across the world for
over 40 years. Although the story of the Rovers
first started in Canada back in 1963, founder
member Will Millar, his brother George and their
cousin Joe all hail from Ballymena. The band's
first real taste of success came after the release of
their live debut album “The First Of The Irish
Rovers” in 1966 with Decca Records. “The Gypsy”
featured on the David McWilliams' album “Lord
Offaly”, his first musical offering on Dawn records
in1972.
web: www.irish-rovers.demon.co.uk
John Reynolas - Lead vocals
George Millar - Acoustic guitar and Backing vocals
lan Miltar - Bass and Backing vocals
Wileil McDowell - Accordion
Sean O'Driscoll - Mandolin and Bouzouki
Geoffrey Kelly - Whistle and Bodhran

Tyler Carson - Fiddle
Produced by George Milliar

5. YOU’VE ONLY BEEN A
STRANGER

Clarke Fullerton

Clarke Fullerton is a gifted yet
unassuming young singer
songwriter from David's home :

town of Ballymena. His mellow voice beautifully
captures the emotion of this evocative ballad. The
track first appeared on David McWilliams album
“Livin's Just A State Of Mind”, released in 1974 on
the Dawn record label.

email: clarkefullerton@hotmail.com

Clarke Fullerton — Vocals and Acoustic quitar

Paul MeNeilly - Bass and Keyboards

Produced by Paul McNeilly
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CD TWO
6. MISTER SATISFIED
Down To Earth
Ballymena’s live sensation
Down To Earth has s
cemented its place as one of the provinces most
exciting Christian rock bands. All four tracks on
their locally produced EP “Make It Whole” (2006)
are composed by the talented combo that has been
in existence since 2003. “Mister Satisfied” was
the B side of McWilliams’ single “This Side Of

Heaven”, released in 1968 on Major Minor records.

web: www.downtoearthonline.com

Dawn Ritchie ~ l.ead vocals

Jason Kennedy - Electric guitars

Michagl Dornan — Keyboards and Backing vocals
Peler Ritchie — Bass

William Ritchie - Drums and Percussion
Produced by Martin McCullough and Brian Adams

7. FOR JOSEPHINE
Anthony Toner

Anthony Toner from Coleraine is
not only an innovative session
guitarist, but a highly original
songwriter. His critically
acclaimed debut album "Eventually” picked up
major airplay , while his new recording ‘A Sky For
Every Day" is arguably his strongest work to date.
“For Josephine” first appeared on the Major Minor
album “David McWilliams Volume 2" in 1967.
web: www.anthonytoner.net

Anthony Toner - Vocals, Acoustic guitar, Electric guitar and Percussion
Produced by Anthony Toner

8. IN THE EARLY HOURS
OF THE MORNING

Richard Gilpin

Richard Gilpin is originally from
Lisburn but is presently living at
Raphoe in Co. Donegal. His d

debut CD “Beautiful Mistake" (2002) was regarded
as an inspired piece of work by the music press,
while his hugely impressive follow up album “33"
was one of the most memorable local releases of
2003. “In The Early Hours Of The Morning” was
featured on David's first Top 40 album “David
McWilliams Singing Songs By David McWilliams
released on Major Minor Records in 1967.

web: www.richardgilpin.com

Richard Gilpin ~ Lead vacals, Acoustic guitar and Harmonica
Paul McNeilly — Bass, Keyboards and Percussion

Meghan & Hannah McWilliams — Backing vocals
Produced by Paul McNeilly

"

9. AN IRISHMAN’S DREAM
Tommy Sands

The words of this song were
written by the late John O'Kane
and the tune composed by his
good friend David McWilliams.
Together they shared a dream for a lastmg peace on
the island of Ireland. Tommy Sands hails from
Rostrevor in Co. Down and has endeared himself to
discerning audiences across the globe both as a
solo acoustic performer and as a member of the
universally renowned Sands Family folk group.
Affectionately known as ‘The Bard of Peace’ his
songs have been recorded by Joan Baez, Dolores
Keane, Dick Gaughan and The Dubliners.

web: www.tommysands.com

Tommy Sands - Vocals and Acoustic guitar

Paul McNeilly - Acoustic guitar and Keyboards
Live session - Engineered by Tommy Sands




CD TWO
10. SPANISH HOPE

Willie Drennan

(Words of “Rectory Ranger”
written by John McGuckian)
Since his return from Nova Scotia
twelve years ago, Ballymena’s folk

11. PEGGY SUE

GOT MARRIED

George Jones & Paul McNeilly
(Written by Buddy Holly)

David McWilliams was always
quick to acknowledge how the

troubadour Willie Drennan has been a prominent brilliance of 50°s songwriting icon
figure in the Ulster Scots cultural renaissance. Buddy Holly inspired him as a
Celebrated poet John McGuckian was a peer of youth. Indeed the Coral Showband,
David McWilliams, growing up alongside him in of whom David was a founder
the Rectory Estate. This haunting instrumental member, was named after Holly's
piece featured on the David McWilliams album famous ‘Coral’ record label. TV
“Lord Offaly" and was aided and abetted in its and radio presenter George Jones, himself an
creation by Gil McWilliams, who played the tin accomplished musician from the showbands era,
whistle on the original recording. described David McWilliams as “one of our great
web: www.williedrennan.com unsung heroes.” He too is an avid Buddy Holly fan.
Wilie Orennan — Whistle and Spoken word email: george.jones@u105.com
Paul McNeifly - Keyboards George Jones - Yocals and Bass
Produced by Paul McNeilly Patil McNeilly - Vocals Guitars Keyboards & Percussion
!;Thm 9enerations v Pmdg?ed by Paul McNeil/y : '
avid with his father s ;W!Ihams" Q/Iulu mst/umeqla/tst Pauf MeNeilly plays with top local band
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remembering david

Alter reading an obituary in a local newspaper a short
time after David's sudden death, | was struck by the
words of an anonymous friend who said, “Once you
met David McWilliams he never left you”, | didn't
have the pleasure of knowing David McWilliams
personally (and that is something | regret) but | know
that he touched the lives of many people in his
lifetime - and not just through his music.

Family, friends and fellow musicians have come
together on this CD to pay their own personal
tribute to David by singing some of his best loved
songs. There is an eclectic mix of material on this
recording, encompassing a wide
range of musical genre and
lyrical themes.
Hopefully a new
perspective will bring
fresh appreciation

of someone whose contribution to Irish contemporary
music has been sadly overlooked: a truly gifted
songwriter whose work demands reappraisal.

QOver the past eighteen months | have met many
close friends and associates of David who
remember him with great affection. It is interesting
to note that some of those same friends who played
football with him as youngsters all those years ago
on the green in the Rectory Estate, were friends until
the day he died. He was someone who really knew
the true value of friendship.

I would therefore like to dedicate this tribute CD to
the memory of David Samuel McWilliams — to his
good friends the late John 0'Kane and the late
Ronnie Holden — and to my own dear friend the late
Dominic Gormley, who lost his brave fight for life
on Christmas Eve 2005. They all shared one thing
in common — they knew the healing power of
music. May their song always be sung.

Colin Agnew, Chairman of the
David McWilliams Appreciation Society
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